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The mission of Three Rivers Park  

District is to promote environmental 

stewardship through recreation  

and education in a natural  

resources-based park system. 

2019 DISTINGUISHED VOLUNTEER 
SERVICE AWARD RECIPIENTS  

Please congratulate this year’s Distinguished Volunteer Service 
Award recipients for their outstanding contributions to Three Rivers 
Park District.  

Jane Ladky 
Raptor Care Volunteer 

Richardson Nature Center 

Over 1,000 hours  
13 years of service 

Kristi Ball 
Ski Patroller and Patrol Instructor, Hyland Lake Park Reserve 

Mark Basiletti 
Natural Resources Surveyor and Project Assistant, Elm Creek Park 

Reserve 

Bill Brechtel 
Program Assistant and Park Patroller, Outdoor Recreation School, 

Community Engagement, Gale Woods Farm, and various park 
locations 

Grace and Mason Butzow 
Youth Volunteer—Animal Care, Program and Project Assistant, 

Lowry Nature Center and Gale Woods Farm 

The Distinguished Volunteer Service 
Award Program is designed to 
recognize outstanding volunteers and 
offer direct interaction between leading 
volunteers and the Board of 
Commissioners. 

Volunteers are eligible to receive this 
award once. Selection is based on 
individual accomplishments, including 
the volunteer’s overall contributions, 
training or teaching, efforts “beyond the 
call of duty,” special initiatives, as well 
as their years and hours of service. 
Nominations may be made by any staff 
member, volunteer or the general public 
starting in December. 

Each year up to six outstanding Park 
District volunteers are selected by The 
Distinguished Volunteer Service Award 
Selection Committee. This is composed 
of one volunteer, three Park District field 
staff members representing the different 
park locations and departments where 
volunteers work, the Volunteer 
Coordinator and a representative from 
the Marketing and Community 
Engagement. 

Volunteers will be recognized at the Board meeting on 
Thursday, April 25, 4:30-5:30p.m. at the Administrative 
Center, Board Room (4:30p.m. reception, 5:00p.m. awards 
presentation).  We encourage all of you to attend. Family and 
friends of the recipients are welcome. To RSVP or for further 
information, contact Deb Vosler, Volunteer Coordinator, at 
763.559.6704. 

2019 selection committee: Kimi Aisawa Romportl, Becca Conser, Dan Fjell, 
Angela Grill, Tom Knisely, Deb Vosler, and volunteer Bob Iverson 
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 Volunteer Opportunities 
Please sign up by calling 763.694.7676 or emailing RichardsonNC@threeriversparks.org 

MAPLE SYRUP TIME!  
GIFTS OF THE MAPLE  
 

Ahhhhh, the smell of sweet sap boiling 
into syrup, the sound of crows and other 
birds flying overhead, the touch of soft 
green plants emerging and the flow of 
tree sap. Spring is coming! Help us with the age-old 
tradition of maple syruping at Richardson Nature 
Center and also at The Landing. 

We need help with the following: 

 Assist with interpretation of the 
history & process 

 Collect, filter & boil sap 

 Lead/assist in the sugar bush 

 Tap a tree 

 Keep the fire rolling 

 Hand out syrup samples 

 Help set up and clean up 
 
 

AT RICHARDSON NATURE CENTER: 
Training: Saturday, March 2 
12:30-1:50p.m. 
 

Saturdays, March 2, 9, and 23, 1:30-4:00p.m. 
(program time is 2:00-3:30p.m.) 
 

AT THE LANDING IN SHAKOPEE: 
School Groups: The week of March 11-15 (check 
the school group sign-up calendar) 
Meet at The Landing or call RNC to possibly carpool 
 

Public Event-Maple Syruping Through History 
Saturday, March 16 
9:30a.m.-2:30p.m.  
(program time is 10:00a.m.-2:00p.m.) 
Staff Contact:  Kimi Aisawa Romportl 

SUNDAY FREE FAMILY FUN DAYS 
Most Sundays, 2:30-4:15p.m.  
(Program time is 3:00-4:00p.m.) 
 

We offer a free family program on most Sundays 
throughout the year.  It is getting very popular with 
families.  Depending on the topic, we would need 
help with equipment, assisting families with nature 
discovery, and more.  Please call for topics. 

ADULT/CHILD PROGRAMS 
Thursday, March 7 — Trees & Maple Syrup  
Wednesday, April 3— Bunny Hop 
Friday, May 3 — Slithery & Scaly 
Friday, June 7 — Frogs & Polliwogs 
9:45-11:45am (program time 10:00-11:30am) 
 

Do you enjoy working with cute, little 2-5 year olds?  
If so, we would appreciate your help! Assist with 
arrival activities, hike, and more.  

EGG TRAIL AND RABBIT HABITS  
Friday, April 19 and Saturday, April 20 
9:00a.m.-1:00p.m.  
(program time is 9:30a.m.-12:30p.m.) 

Enjoy the start of spring with this RNC tradition and 
popular event. 
 

We need help with the following: 

 Greet and check-in participants 

 Engage families in outdoor games 

 Interpret live reptiles and 
amphibians 

 Handle adorable live rabbits 

 Serve refreshments 

 Interpret bird nests and eggs 

 Dress up as a rabbit and pass out 
treats 

 Interpret raptors 

 Assist with craft activities 
 

We will need many volunteers to make this annual 
event a success. Snacks will be provided.  
 

Staff Contact: Kimi Aisawa Romportl 

SUMMER DAY CAMPS 
Weekdays, June 11-August 29 
 

Welcome and engage 4-13 year olds in fun, nature-
based activities, indoors and outside.  
 

Preschool camps are 9:30a.m.–noon (and one camp 
is also at 1:00-3:30p.m.) Older children (6-8 years 
and 9-13 years) camps are 9:00a.m.-3:00p.m. 
Volunteer shifts run 3 or more hours.  

SILLY SCIENCE & CRAFTS 
Saturday, March 30, 1:00-4:00p.m. 
(Program time is 2:00pm-3:30pm) 
 

We need help with program set up and clean up as 
well as engaging families with fun science projects 
and crafts, as they rotate between different stations. 

 

June 11-14 Ranger Survival School Camp 
June 18-21 Little Minnesotan Camp*  
June 25-26 Nature Detectives Camp 
June 27-28 Pulleys, Ramps & Levers Camp 
July 1-3 Nature’s Playground Camp* 
July 9-11 Fairy Homes & Woodland Gnomes Camp 
July 16-18 Beetles, Bees & Butterflies Camp* AM/PM 
July 23-26 Forts, Fires, & Fishing Camp  
July 30– August 1 Off the Page & Into Nature Camp* 
August 6-8 Super Nature Senses Camp* 
August 12-15 Hunters of the Sky Camp 
August 14-15 Feathers, Flight & Fun Camp 
August 16 Field Trip to the MN Zoo 
August 20-23 Wow in the World of Nature Camp  
 (2 age groups) 
August 27-29 Nature STEAM Camp* 
*These are preschool-aged camps 
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 Welcome Christina! 
Hello everyone! I am overjoyed that I will get to learn and grow with you all this winter. 
This is my first naturalist position but I am no stranger to the outdoors. When I was 
younger I would live up north with my grandparents and cousins all summer in a cabin with 
no running water and a wooden stove. It was there that I fell in love with nature. Summers 
were spent hiking in the woods, checking for ticks, fishing and catching turtles, frogs, toads 
and salamanders. From there I went to study Forestry and Natural Resource Management at 
the University of MN. I have worked in Rocky Mountain National Park in Colorado and the 
Mississippi National River and Recreation Area in Minnesota as an Interpretive Ranger. I am 
excited to get to know you and absorb the knowledge you all have to offer.  

 Nature Musings By Pauline Bold, Interpretive Naturalist 

The Essence of Spring 
 

It’s the day you become aware of the fresh smell of the warming air; your nose no longer freezing shut from 
the cold, dry air of winter. The thawing ground gives off that wonderful earthy smell, also letting us know 
that change is coming. 
 
Early morning is greeted by the songs of neighborhood birds who are returning from their winter sojourn. 
Songs that lift the spirit and call in the season of rebirth.  
 
An open window allows the gentle flow of spring air to caress your face. Sunlight streams through the 
window to announce the dawning of a new day. 
 
Walking outside the soft gurgling sounds of running melt water tickles your ears. The last of the melting 
snow rushing down the gutters and off to rejoin the cycle of the water that nourishes our planet. 
 
Sap, the lifeblood of the maple trees, seeps from fissures in the bark and deepens the color on its way down 
limb and trunk. Squirrels clamber to lick and savor the sweet taste of the liquid gift from the tree. The time 
for collecting the sap to cook it down, filling the air with the sweet smell of maple syrup, has arrived. 
 
The watch for that first blush of lime green to appear on the branches of the trees as it glows in the early 
morning sunrise will soon be fulfilled. The buds no longer able to contain the new growth they have been 
steadfastly protecting through the long cold months of winter. Waiting…waiting for just the right moment to 
allow the leaves to make their appearance on nature’s stage of life renewing. 
 
Soon other shades of green pop up from the ground as new blades of grasses rise to the warmth of the sun 
as it bathes the newly thawed soil. Dandelion blooms glow like mini suns on lawns and roadsides. Crocus, 
daffodils and tulips add splashes of vibrant hues upon the awakening landscape. 
 
Yes, winter is fading, as spring awakens with its promise of new life begins. 
 
Morning has broken ~ the re-creation has begun. 

Thank you! 

Ice Harvest 
2019 



 Congratulations! 

Volunteers Dave and Rita Baden received the 
Trumpeter Award for 2018 from MRVAC (Minnesota 
River Valley Audubon Chapter).  The Trumpeter 
Award is given to MRVAC’s members for outstanding 
long-term contributions to the organization. 

Welcome!  
Soren Cedar 

Gottschalk, born on 
February 25th, 2019. 

 Raptor Update  
Thank you to all the volunteers that help 
with the care of our raptors.  Recently, 
the Red-tailed Hawk has transitioned 
more into retirement from programming.  
Staff have discussed the next level of his 
care and have made the decision that his 
teaching duties will be on-site at 
Richardson only. We will continue to 
update you with his health and care as he 
ages.   
 

We have been excited with the recent modifications to the 
bird’s enclosures.  Three River’s electrician and carpenter 
installed plexiglass and a heater to the three mews.  With 
an aging Red-tail Hawk and two migratory birds (American 
Kestrel and Broad-winged Hawk), this change has allowed 
the birds to be in their enclosures more when the 
temperature drops.  Previously to meet their temperature 
needs, staff would crate birds or perch them in Richardson 
classrooms.    
 
In March, the birds will be going into The Raptor Center 
for their annual medical exams.  During this visit, the birds 
will get a physical exam, bloodwork taken, beak and 
talons trimmed, equipment change, and have updated 
radiographs (x-rays) taken.  We are grateful for the 
relationship we have with The Raptor Center and 
appreciate the great work that they do.   
As a reminder for raptor volunteers, March 14th from 
6:00p.m.-8:30p.m. is the spring raptor care meeting.  
We to have everyone together and to talk about our bird’s 
management.  Thank you again for all you do for 
Richardson and the birds. 

Photo by raptor volunteer,  
Liz Stanley 

 Volunteer Corner  
Please RSVP by calling 763.694.7676 or emailing RichardsonNC@threeriversparks.org 

 

 

 

SPRING VOLUNTEER 
RECOGNITION POTLUCK 
Thursday, March 28, 5:30-
8:00p.m. 
5:30  Arrival and socializing 
6:00  Dinner 
6:45 Announcements, Awards, 
Speakers 
 

Join us for socializing, good food, 
and celebrating spring. Speakers, 
Liz Stanley and Marion McNurlen, 
Monarch Butterflies in Mexico. 
 

We will provide beverages, 
chocolate desserts, and guest 
speaker. Please RSVP and let us 
know what dish you can bring to 
share.  

SAVE THE DATE 
 

 

 Friday, October 11 and Saturday, 
October 12, Chair Lift Rides, HHSA 

 
 Saturday, November 7, Climate 

Conversations, Hyland Hills Ski Area 
 

 Wednesday, November 6 
 Fall Raptor Care Meeting 
 
 Wednesday, November 13 
 Fall Volunteer Recognition Dinner 

WELCOME NEW 
VOLUNTEERS 

 

Jennifer Gellerman 

Animal care 

Leo Gellerman 

Animal care 

Peggy Johnson 

School groups 

Alaina Lawrence 

Public programs 

Sawyer Vozka 

Public programs 




